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That we might know the one who brought 
us light — the one who answers our longing for 
love, hope, peace, and joy… all by simply 
bringing Himself. 



PROLOGUE 
The thought of Christmas Dinner can be both exciting and 
overwhelming. I've often looked wide-eyed at the turkey, 
veggies, stuffing, sauces, desserts and other trimmings and 
thought, "wow, I've got my work cut out for me!" If you think 
about it, the problem isn't how much food there is; the 
problem is trying to cram it onto one plate and eat it at one 
sitting. 

A devotional book's beauty is that it provides a fulsome 
meal that is designed to be savoured. It is a banquet broken 
into bite-sized chunks. A devotional is slow-food for the 
soul. It's not a buffet. It's a meal of many courses at a fine-
dining establishment, and it is the time between courses 
filled with conversation and rumination that provides the 
richest nourishment of all. A devotional is meant to be 
consumed slowly and digested at leisure.   

Let me encourage you to take a bit of time with these 
thoughts each day. Don't dine and dash. Ponder, pray, 
meditate, evaluate, question and digest. Let the Holy Spirit 
linger in conversation with you between the courses. Be 
nourished by Him. 



WEEK THREE: MONDAY 

LOVE 
LOVE OF PLACE: In those days Caesar 
Augustus issued a decree that a census should 
be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was 
the first census that took place while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to 
their own town to register. (LUKE 2:1-3) 

O f course, the general theme of this week's devotionals 
is love in the sense of the over-arching selfless love, 

"agapé" in the greek," that God has bestowed on humankind 
and that we endeavour to walk out as His creatures. 
However, the story's narrative allows us to stop along the 
way to see that love reflected in smaller loves. 

I love my hometown(s). In High School, I moved to Carleton 
Place, Ontario, where I now pastor the beautiful church we 
planted in the mid-2000s. However, my early childhood was 
spent in a small Saskatchewan community called Asquith, 
located just west of Saskatoon. I remember big skies and 
wide horizons with the wind blowing across the grain fields 
—mesmerizing waves in summer and crisp drifts of snow in 
winter. I remember curly fries and the warm buzz of 
conversation in the local coffee shop. I'm so grateful to have 
had my grandparents within walking distance — the door 
was always open for a hug and a singsong prayer and a 



second breakfast. I loved our little baptist church and the 
weekly rhythms of worship — Sunday school, kid's story, 
hymns, prayers, folding paper airplanes out of the bulletin 
while listening to the sermon and the "happy welcome" 
song we sang for visitors while the ushers handed them 
their "Jesus Loves You" pencil. I'm so thankful for the rich 
fertile ground in which my little theological mind could 
grow. 

We don't know if Joseph had fond memories of his 
hometown. The idea of he and Mary looking for 
accommodation at a commercial establishment tells us that 
they didn't likely have close family in the area. They came 
into their hometown and didn't find half the welcome I know 
I would have found in mine. They saw lighted windows, but 
the doors were shut. 

Part of the expression of God's generous "agapé" love is the 
planet He's created to nurture us — the stone and timber 
from which we build our homes. We feel His love and 
warmth more easily in these places, but if we wish to follow 
Him in selfless love, we must find the Josephs and Marys, 
our fellow image-bearers, open our doors and make room 
for them. They'll feel loved through shelter too. 

Thank you for the way you love us through our hearth and home. 
Help us open doors and hearts to dear one forced to roam. 

. 
PRAYER ENGAGEMENT: Thank the Lord for the warmth of 
home and family. Turn your heart to those who have none. 
What can you do to care for the homeless today? 



WEEK THREE: TUESDAY 

LOVE 
LOVE AND HERITAGE: So Joseph also went 
up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. (Luke 2:4) 

I’m a German-Jewish banker/farmer, Viking explorer/raider, 
Sami herder, highland shepherd, Irish trader, and though 

my Grandmother on my mom's side was pure Irish, she 
always claimed to have some Cree warrior in her just to 
make a statement. I guess I'm Canadian. 

When I look back at my family heritage, I'm mostly looking 
for positive things. I like that I have a Jewish connection, 
some linkage with that vital part of God's family. I'll confess 
some delight in having ancestors that went "a viking," 
though I'm not entirely sure why. I look to the sheep and 
deer herders in my linage in the hopes that I might claim 
some encouraging genetic aptitude in my life's vocation. 
We look to our family heritage in hopes that it will give us 
clues to who we are today. Do you have pirates and 
politicians in your family tree? 



Jesus' genealogy in the book of Luke (Lk. 3:23-38) traces the 
bloodline of Jesus all the way back to Adam, establishing 
Jesus as one qualified to bring redemption to all 
humankind. Still, as mentioned in today's text, the highlight 
is King David! Reminding us of David's place in the 
genealogy of Jesus does two things. One, it leaves no doubt 
that the writer believes Jesus to be the promised Messiah — 
"a shoot from the stump of Jesse" (David's dad (Isaiah 11:1)). 
Second, Luke wants us to know is that a wonderful 
benevolent King and Messiah has come. He won't be like 
one of the wicked, untrustworthy kings of old; this will be 
the new "David," a king after God's own heart (1 Samuel 
13:14). 

When we reflect on our families of origin, we have moments 
of pride and pain and a sense that forces beyond our 
control have shaped us. We don't get to choose our 
families. But wait! God has chosen a new heritage for us! A 
retroactive loving re-write of our family tree! When we 
accept adoption into His family, we join a family of perfect 
love. King Jesus, the perfected "David." is our brother. God 
Almighty is our loving Father and all of a sudden, those 
mysterious pirates and politicians no longer hold sway! 
You've been born again(Jn. 3:1-12) into a heritage of love. 

Farmers, bakers, pirates, thieves, joy & pain our family brings. 
Adopted into David’s line, loving Jesus, Father kind. 

PRAYER ENGAGEMENT: Seeking healing from our family of 
origin issues can be a bit of a project. Ask Jesus to show 
you His place in your family tree! 



WEEK THREE: WEDNESDAY 

LOVE 
LOVE AND MARRIAGE: He went there to 
register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born” (Luke 2:5-6) 

W e live in a world of fractured families. While feeling so 
much love and respect for single moms and dads — 

for those living in less than ideal situations, it's worth noting 
that the make-up of the family God chose to nurture young 
Jesus reflects that of the traditional nuclear family. We note 
that Mary and Joseph, people of honour and integrity, 
remained celibate through the time of their engagement 
even though, from an "optics" perspective, their reputation 
was already damaged. They had nothing to lose by just 
being together, but they waited. Why? 

These days, people don't work very hard to uphold the 
nuclear family, the complementarity of the sexes in 
parenting, or the practice of sexual purity before marriage 
as ideals. We're very cautious not to be judgmental of those 
whose stories don't match the traditional model, and rightly 
so. There's been so much pain that has come with judgment 
and comparison. And, no-one can claim perfection. There’s 
lots of pain within nuclear families and one can easily find 



examples of stellar single parent homes. That being said, 
there’s still value in upholding these ideals. This feels like a 
risky task, but my hope is that we can find a way to point to 
biblical models and say that they are optimal, without 
devaluing those who live in other ways or implying they are 
unredeemable. 

Joseph and Mary's rich and beautiful story gives us a good 
and godly model of how God constituted a family to love 
and nurture His son. In celebrating the carefully crafted 
family designed to nurture Christ, we hold up a model, not 
to judge us, but to guide, entice and invite us into 
wholeness. Perhaps, if we cautiously notice and celebrate 
these things again and do so in a non-judgmental way, we 
can re-infuse society with these beleaguered "traditional" 
values in a way that brings life. My prayer is that the church 
gently reclaims these ways of loving, not as an inditement 
on the world, but to offer an attractive community of 
wholeness into which we may invite our friends. 

God loves us by showing us how to love. When we see God 
loving His Son through the integrity of Joseph and Mary, 
He’s loving us towards a better way.  

Broken stories, broken hearts, many shattered lives. 
We need a model of God’s love to help our families thrive. 

PRAYER ENGAGEMENT: None of us has a perfect family. 
Bring the points of tension and pain before the Lord in 
prayer. Ask him to heal your heart and show you scriptural 
models and counsel, not to judge or to but to lead us to 
health. 



WEEK THREE: THURSDAY 

LOVE 
LOVE WAS GIVEN: …and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them. (Luke 2:7) 

Have you ever given a gift you weren't sure you wanted 
to share? We’ve all experienced this as children at 

Christmas-time when we’ve watched our parents wrap a gift 
for a friend or cousin that we wanted to keep for ourselves. 
When the moment comes to pass the presents, we tend to 
grip that one a little tighter and find it a little harder to 
release. We've felt the same thing as adults when we've 
been drawn to a particular charitable act and not been sure 
we could afford it financially or emotionally.  

Luke 2:7 describes the moment when Mary placed the infant 
Jesus in the manger. It's no surprise that this image is so 
powerfully etched in our minds. Carved into a billion 
nativity sets planet-wide, it touches our hearts deeply. I'm 
not a nicknack guy, but the family creche is one of the few 
physical objects we genuinely treasure. I was in Bethlehem 
when I purchased it just a week before my wedding. I’ll 
never forget the face of the Arab-Christian craftsman as he 
carefully wrapped his newly polished olive-wood carvings in 
rags and passed them to me with a look of pride in his eyes. 



I could see him gripping it a little harder as he wondered 
whether I would care for his handiwork as much as he did. I 
think if I met him again, I could tell him that I do. In our 
family, we unwrap our nativity set each year with care and 
feel an incredible sense of wonder and warmth as we place 
our baby Jesus in his manger. The reason that lands so 
powerfully for us is that we can imagine what our heavenly 
Father felt when, through Mary, He placed His Son Jesus in 
Bethlehem's manger long ago. 

Just as the gnarled hands of the old craftsman who made 
our nativity set knew every contour of his creation, Almighty 
God knew every contour of Jesus' face and every 
millisecond of His story to come. In the moment of 
incalculable generosity, when the Father placed His Son in 
the manger as a gift to the world, perhaps He gripped Jesus 
just a little tighter for an instant too. You see, the Father 
didn't wonder how we'd treat His Son. He knew. He knew 
the flawless skin of the babe would one day be shredded by 
the whip and pierced with nails and thorns. He knew the 
gift's value, and He knew how that gift would be treated and 
because He loves us, He gave us Jesus anyway(Jn. 
3:16). That is a true gift. That is love. You are loved! 

A priceless gift in manger given. 
Wood and straw once cradled heaven. 

PRAYER ENGAGEMENT: Take a moment to meditate on the 
magnitude of the love God must feel for us to have given 
His Son. Think of all the times you’ve doubted His love. 
Simply receive and enjoy. Speak words of love back to Him. 



WEEK THREE: FRIDAY  

LOVE 
LOVE AND LAW: This is how the birth of Jesus 
the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before 
they came together, she was found to be 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because 
Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and 
yet did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
(Matthew 1:18-19) 

Sometimes we find ourselves in situations where the 
right thing to do, does not seem to be the most loving 

thing to do. We encounter this problem quite frequently. It's 
good to go the speed limit, but sometimes I'll tap the 
accelerator when I'm running late, and I know the person 
waiting for me will be anxious. I'll confess that sometimes I 
hit the gas pedal just for fun, too, but occasionally I really 
do speed safely for the sake of love. ;) This is the kind of silly 
low-grade inner conflict between law and love that we 
experience daily. 

Sometimes it's not so easy! Imagine Joseph, living in a 
culture with much stricter sexual mores than ours and living 
in a context where Torah law had teeth. Prior to the 
consummation of their marriage, Mary informed Joseph of 



her pregnancy. Even though we know that God was 
responsible, no-one would’ve believed her. The expectation 
both culturally and legally would have been for Joseph to 
divorce her and protect himself from the shame — "yet he 
did not want to expose her to public disgrace." Joseph had 
developed some love and concern for Mary that came into 
conflict with the legal option. How could Joseph reconcile 
the law with his feelings? The obvious solution was to follow 
the law, but to do it quietly — to divorce her, but protect her 
from the shame. 

In the following verse, an angel visits Joseph and points him 
to a more challenging but more beautiful way to reconcile 
love and law: "Do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife" (v.20). The angel calls Joseph to fulfill the law by 
marrying his bride and to fulfill love by walking through the 
shame with her and taking it upon himself. That costly love 
is precisely how Jesus has loved us. 

That's what Jesus was talking about later in Matthew 5:17-18 
when He said, "do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. " Every law was fulfilled in His holy, sinless life, 
and every shame from our lawbreaking was paid for as He 
lovingly bore our sins on the cross. In Him, the justice and 
love of God are fully reconciled. 

Let's examine my lawbreaking ways for a moment. I hope 
you've called me on this in your minds already, but when I 
look at my solutions to the simple law versus love 
conundrums in my own life, my ways of "speeding for love," 
I must confess that my journey isn't always pure. When I 
reconcile the tension between law and love by breaking the 



rules, it's usually a sign that I've chosen the selfish way. The 
cost of arriving on time for someone I love didn't have to be 
paid in RPMs. The extra five minutes of travel time required 
could probably have been gained by reducing leisure time 
or thoughtful planning. Rather than speeding, I could have 
taken the time-cost on myself and seen the giving up of 
Netflix-time as my infinitesimal cross-bearing act of love 
instead. 

While we can receive grace and forgiveness for our 
lawbreaking ways, we are called to love-giving ways. We're 
called to pick up our cross in love and follow Him. Whatever 
the law vs love puzzles we encounter in our lives, we would 
always do better to follow the loving, generous, sacrificial 
Jesus way. Often this seems so costly, but we can't forget 
the source of love upon which we can draw. The love we've 
received through the gift God placed in the manger so 
many years ago is an infinite source of affection that fills, 
encourages and empowers us. That's the power by which 
we can walk in holiness and love like Him. Freely we have 
received! We can freely give! (Matthew 10:5-8) 

Loving is hard, not easy to do. 
Power is found in His love for you. 

PRAYER ENGAGEMENT: Can you think of a situation in 
which you feel torn between doing the right thing and the 
loving thing?  Ask the Lord to search your heart as you try to 
resolve the tension. Are you tempted by an easy way that 
violates your conscience?  Maybe, like Joseph, you can find 
the harder, but more beautiful way to love. 



WEEK THREE: SATURDAY 

LOVE 
LOVE AND COURAGE:  But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:20-21) 

Commitment to another human being can be terrifying.  
Letting other humans muck about in our lives at all can 

be scary! There are a couple of reasons for this. One, though 
we don’t readily admit it, each of us has tender spots that we 
don’t want another person to touch. Secondly, while we aren’t 
that self-aware, we find it easy to see that other people have 
prickly parts, and we don’t want them to touch us. Connecting 
ourselves to other people and allowing any intimacy at all 
introduces an element of tremendous risk. Other people are 
messy, unpredictable, and sometimes they even die and leave 
us behind. If we attach ourselves to people in any way at all, 
we’re probably in for a world of hurt. It would probably be 
better to ignore the other humans completely — except for the 
fact that if we did that, we’d be even more miserable and 
lonely than we are with them!  

The only real solution here is to take the risk — but how? 
Joseph is faced with the same challenge in his problematic 



betrothal to Mary. He knows that if he marries her, it’s going to 
cost him. No-one will believe this cockamamie story about the 
child being conceived by the Holy Spirit. He’s going to have to 
live under a shadow of shame and be ostracized by his 
community for most of his life. He has some pretty good 
reasons to be afraid of taking Mary as his wife. 

The angel answers Joseph’s fear like this: “Do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit” (Mt. 1:21).  What the angel is doing 
here is helping Joseph see that the risk of loving is offset by 
reward. As we call our churches into deeper community and 
commitment leaning towards a shared discipleship journey, 
we are justified in feeling some fear. We risk having our tender 
spots poked by someone else’s prickly spots, but the risk is 
worth the reward. Each believer you encounter carries 
something inside them that has been conceived by the Holy 
Spirit. In fact, each other believer is a “temple of the Holy 
Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19). In each prickly pear of another saint, 
something of the Spirit can be found. Love and connect 
courageously! The risk is worth the reward. 

Tender flesh meets prickly pear. 
Connect with courage, God’s in there! 

  
PRAYER ENGAGEMENT:  As you pray today, ask the Lord to 
show you someone else within your sphere of influence 
who might need to connect as badly as you do. What scares 
you about reaching out? What tender bits are you 
protecting? What prickly bits frighten you? What might the 
reward of finding Christ in that other human be? 



Thanks so much for sharing in the journey of love 
this week. As you proceed throughout the advent 
season, I’m praying that the word of God will go 

deep and touch you in a transformative way.  
Praying you know the love of your  

Saviour, Jesus this week. 

See you next week when we explore the theme 
of “JOY” in  Luke 2:8-19.
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